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CAREER PROFILE 
 
Education 
1994-1998: Ph.D. Department of Pharmacology, National University of Ireland, Galway 
1990-1994: B.Sc., National University of Ireland, Galway 

Employment 
2010-Present: Associate Professor of Pharmacology, School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical 
Sciences & Principal Investigator Trinity College Institute of Neuroscience 
2005-2010: Lecturer in Pharmacology, Trinity College Dublin 
2004-2005: Lecturer in Pharmacology, School of Pharmacy, University College Cork 
2003-2004: Lecturer in Pharmacology, Department of Pharmacology, NUI, Galway 
2001-2003: HRB Research Fellow, Department of Pharmacology, NUI, Galway.  
Post-doctoral researcher, Laboratory of Safety Pharmacology, Lundbeck, Copenhagen 
1997-2001: Post-doctoral Researcher, Department of Pharmacology, NUI, Galway 
funded by PRTLI Higher Education Authority (HEA) 
1996: Researcher, Department of Psychiatry, University of Mississippi Medical Center, 
Jackson, Mississippi, USA  

HISTORY OF MENTORING AND SUPERVISION 
 
Supervision history: 3 post-doctoral researchers, 14 PhD students 
Taught MSc research dissertations (MSc Neuroscience, TCD; MSc Molecular Medicine TCD; 
MSc Pharmaceutical Sciences; MSc Neuropharmacology, NUI, Galway).  

Current research group: 1 post-doctoral scientist, supervising 7 PhD students  
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RESEACRH FUNDING 
 
2013-2017: Marie Curie Initial Training Networks (ITN): FP7-PEOPLE-2012-ITN 
Brain Imaging Return to Health “reBIRTH” (http://www.rbirth.eu/) 
The r’BIRTH consortium is a Marie Curie Initial Training Network 
 
2008-2013: FP7- HEALTH-2007-2.2.1-8: From mood disorders to experimental models 
Early diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mood disorders targeting the 
activated inflammatory response system. [Acronym: MOODINFLAME ] Type 
of funding: A collaborative, large-scale focused research project. 
 
HRB Research Project Grants  
“Neuronal nitric oxide synthase: a novel target for antidepressant activity” 
Caffeine exacerbates the acute toxicity of MDMA (”ecstasy”): A role for dopamine? 
Science Foundation Ireland, Research Grant 
Antidepressant efficacy following methylenedioxymethamphetamine-induced 
serotonin loss 
 
Research collaboration with Boehringer Ingelheim CNS Discovery Research on the analysis of 
tryptophan catabolites in depressed patients.  
 
OTHER INFORMATION  
 
Principal Investigator and head of Neuropsychopharmacology research group in TCIN 
focused on bridging neuroscience to the pharmacological treatment of psychiatric and 
neurological disorders. The group collaborates widely with a variety of academic and 
industrial partners on fundamental and clinical projects. 
Reviewer for international grant awarding bodies including the German Research 
Foundation, Estonian Research Council and National Science Centre, Poland. 
Member of review editorial boards of a number of scientific journals including Brain 
Behavior and Immunity, Frontiers in Behavioural Neuroscience and Acta Neuropsychiatrica 
and regular reviewer for international neuroscience and pharmacology journals.  
Frequently external examiner for PhD degrees at home and abroad.  
 
AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS 
 
Recent invited talks: Federation of European Neurosciences (FENS) ReBIRTH symposium 
Copenhagen 2016; European Neuropsychopharmacology (ECNP) Congress Vienna, 2016; 
CINP thematic meeting on Stress and Depression Dublin, 2015.  
2016: Deputy Director of the Trinity College Institute of Neuroscience   
2015-present: Chair of the Trinity College Animal Research Ethics Committee  
2008-2012: Director of Teaching and Learning (postgraduate), School of Pharmacy & 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Trinity College Dublin. 
2010: Elected to Fellowship, Trinity College Dublin 
2005: Awarded the Preclinical Certificate in Psychopharmacology from the British 
Association for Psychopharmacoloy (BAP) 
2004: Collegium Internationale Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum Young Investigator Award  
2001: Recipient of a Health Research Board Fellowship (Career development award). 
1994: Recipient of post graduate teaching Fellowship from NUI, Galway. 
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